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At a Meeting of the Toum of Bos rox, 
legally aſſembled, on Wedneſday October 

__ ©, the 4th, and thence continued by Ad- 

_ Jjournment to Wedneſday October 11, 

| . 


n Remarks, upon the Letters 
written by Governor Bernard, and others, 
were ordered to be publiſhed ; and the Com- 
mittee were directed reſpectfully to tranſmit a 
printed Copy of the ſame to the following 
Gentlemen, viz. The Honourable Colonel Iſaac 
Barre, Eſq; Member of Parliament; his Ex- 
cellency Thomas Pownal, Eſq; late Governor 
of this Province, and a Member of Parliament 
> ny Franklin, Eſq; Doctor of Laws; 
William Bollan, Eſq; Agent for his Majeſty's 
Council of this Province; Dennys De Berdt, 
* E Eſq; Agent for the Houſe of Repreſentatives ; 
_ 1.58 and Barlow Trecothick, Eſq; Alderman of the 
City of Loxpox, anda Member of Parliament. 
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APPENDIX, &c. 


HE Town of Boſton having, by the generous Care 
of WILLIAM BBOLTLAx, Fla; rmerly a very wor- 
thy Inhabitant in it, but now a Reſident in Lon- 
don, received authentic Copies of Letters, Me- 

| morials, &c. written by Governor Bernard, Ge- 
neral Gage, Commodore Hood, the Commiſſioners of the Ame- 
fican Board of Cuſtoms and others, and laid before the Parlia- 
ment; which contain many baſe Inſinuations and virulent 

Charges of an high Nature againſt the Town: The Freeholders 

and Inhabitants, in a legal Town Meeting, aſſembled for the 

Purpoſe, have confidered the ſame. As they have not yet been 

favoured with the particular Vouchers, if indeed theſe Gentle- 
men have . any to the Miniſtry, before whom they laid 
their Accuſations, it cannot be expected they ſhould be ena- 
bled to make ſo full a Vindication of the Town as otherwiſe 
they IT They have however endeavoured to extract from 
theſe Writings, ſo far as the Town is concerned in them, 
| and to lay before the Public their true Spirit: From whence 
it will appear how reſtleſs Governor Bernard and his Aſſo- 
ciates have been in their malicious Intrigues to traduce not 
this Town and Province, alone, but the whole Britiſh Ameri- 
can Continent, | 


In his Letter to the Earl of Shelburne, dated March 19th, - 
1768, he tells his Lordſhip, that .“ he ſees ſuch an Oppoti- 
tion to the Commiſſioners and their Officers, and ſuch. a De- 
fiance to the Authority by which they are appointed, conti- 
nually growing, that he can no longer — his informin 
his Lordſhip of the Detail of Facts, from whence the mo 

dangerous Conſequences are = be expected. It is ob- 


obſervable here, how artfully he connects an Oppoſition to 
the Commiſſioners with a Defiance of the Authority by which 
they are appointed; and this with an apparent Deſign to 
repreſent this Town as diſaffected to his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment in general, than which nothing can be more falſe and 
malicious. That the People ſhould entertain the higheſt Diſ- 
of a Board, inſtituted to ſuperintend a Revenue to be rai- 
from them without their Conſent, which was, and ſtill is, 
exacted with the utmoſt Rigour, is natural; after they had ſo 
loudly as well as juſtly complained of the Revenue itſelf, as de- 
ing them of the very Idea of Liberty: But it cannot be 
Fad, with the leaſt A ce of Truth, that they ſet at De- 
fiance the King's Authority, at the very Time when they were 
actuall/ yielding Obedience to thoſe Revenue Laws, under all 
the Hardſhips of them, and were patiently waiting for the 
happy Iſſue of their juſt Complaints, and their humble Peti- 
tions to their Sovereign fot the Redreſs of their Grievances.—— 
The Commiſhoners however at that Time ſurely no rea- 
fonable Grounds to expect any Injury to their Perſons, or In- 
terruption in their Office; for they had been more than four 
Months in the Town, without the leaſt D of this Kind; 
although they had, from their firſt Arrival, diſcover'd ſuch an 
gance and Inſolenceof Office, as led many Perſons to ap 
bend, that they aimed at nothing leſs than provokin the K 
le to ſuch a of- Intemperance as to make an A - 
ce of it, But being diſappointed in this, mere Shifts an 
Pretenfons are to be ſought after; and accordingly we fin 
Mr. Bernard beginning his Detail to his Lordſhip, with 
— there had been © frequent Whores of Inſurrections 
intended; in which it h been ſuld, the Houſes of one or more 
of the Commiſſioners were to be pulled down.” The Goyer- 
nor, it is to be obſerved, relies much upon Reports in his Let- 
ters, even to Miniſters of State; while few if any among us 
ever heard of ſuch Reports: He does not ſo much as attempt 
to make it appear to his Lordſhip, that theſe frequent Reports 
were brought to him by Perſons of Credit, or that they were 
well grounded; and it 1s much to be queſtioned, w 
be received his Intelli * any other Perſons, but the 
Commiſſioners themſelves, their Dependants and Expectants, 
the Number of whom are increaſed to an enormous Degree, 
more than ſufficient to deyour the whole Revenue, and many 
df them are of the moſt abandoned Characters. 
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But to > give a Colouring to theſe Ideas of an Inſurrection, 
there muſt be 
there had been frequent Reports of its being intended; 
and therefore his. Lordſhip is told of an Event which in 
Fact took place as ſome few remember, but the Story is 
wrought up by the Governor with all the Strokes of maſter- 
Invention to ſerve the Purpoſe, ** A Number of Lads, 
% ſays he, paraded the Town with a Drum and Horn.” 
And what poſſible Harm could there be in that? Why, 
among other Houſes, they paſſed by the Conncil-Chamber 
when he was ſitting in Council : ” And did they ſtop to 
inſult the Governor and Council ? Such a Circumſtance 
would doubtleſs have embelliſhed his Excellency's Narrative. 
Their paſſing by however carried the Air of an Inſult, tho', 
in all Likel ood, the unlucky Boys might not know that 
his Excellency was there.---But they had . aſſembled be- 
fore Mr. Paxton's Houſe,” and leſt it ſhould be forgot, his 
Lordſhip is reminded that Mr. Paxton is a Commiſ/ioner.” 
And did they do Mr. Paxton, the Commiſſioner, any Injury? 
Yes, truly; they huzza'd, and went off.----Then th 
«*« inveſted Mr. Birch's Houſe,” ---and his Lordſhip is all 
told, that Mr. Burch is © another Commiſſioner,” and 


* his Lady and Children were obliged to go out of the 


Back Door to avoid the Danger that was threatened ; ” fo 
that they were not threatened with Miſchief, but with Dan- 
ger only. It has been uſual for the Commiſſioners to af- 
an Apprehenſion of Danger to themſelves and their 
Families, to ſerve the Purpoſes they had in View. There 
is indeed no accounting for the real Fears of Women and 
Children : The Ladies however can ſometimes vie with 
their Huſbands in Intrigue, and are thoroughly verſed in 
the Art even of political Ap ce. And it is ſaid that 
all are Politicians in this Country: Whether this Lady 
| whom Gov. Bernard has politely uſhered into the View of 
the Public, really thought herſelf in Danger or not, it is 
incumbent on him to ſhew that there were juſt Grounds 
for her Apprehenſions, that Mr. Burch's Houſe was in Fact 
« inv and that © the moſt dangerous Conſequences 
were to be expected. The World ma aſſured, there was 
not the leaſt Appearance of this Kind ; and yet, theſe are 
Mr. Bernard's own Declarations to his Majeſty's Miniſters, 
grounded upon vague and _ Reports, beneath one of his 
= 2 Rank 


ſomething more alledged than barely that 
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Rank and Station to take any notice of, and eſpecially with a 
Deſign to miſrepreſent. He expreſſes a Surprize, and ſurel 
he muſt counterfeit, that this Matter of the Parade wi 
the Drum and Horn,” was after all treated as the Diverſion 
of a few Boys, as it is ſtill thought to have been by all who 
can remember fo trifling an Occurrence, except the Gover- 
nor and his Adherents---the Diverſion of a few innocent, tho? 
perhaps vulgar Boys, who neither did nor intended to do 
the leaſt Harm to tkem or any other Perſons, nor were they 
able to affect it, if they had ſuch a Deſign. But after this, 
ſays Mr. Bernard, © it was reported, the Inſurrection 
was ned till the 18th of March” — The Idea is ſtill 
kept up of a de/igned Inſurrettion ; how elſe could it be poſt- 
poned ? and ** two Perſons, ſays he, one of them Mr. Pax- 
ton, a Commiſſioner, were mentioned as devoted to the Re- 
ſentment of the Mob.“ It is ſtrange that no Perſons ſhould 
have heard of all this but the Governor and his [formers ; 
for he tells his Lordſhip, that he © took all the Pains he 
could to diſcover the Truth of this Report; and on 
the very day before, he ſpoke with the moſt knowing Men he 
could procure, who had heard nothing about the Matter. 
At length, however, late in the Evening, he had certain 
Advice, that Efhgies were prepared, but it was too late to 
do any Thing, and---his Information was of that Nature, 


he could not make Uſe of it in Public,” To induce his Lord- 


ſhip however to believe that the Reports of the Inſurrection, 
which was poſtponed on. the 18th of March, with every 
Circumſtance as juſt now related, were well grounded, he 
tells him, as if it was deſigned to be the Prelude to the 
whole, that “early in the Yiorning the Sheriff- informed 
him, that the Effigies of Mr, Paxton and Mr. Williams were 
in Truth hanging upon Liberty Tree ! ”----- There was in 
the Time of it, a ſtrong Suſpicion in, the Minds of many, 
that theſe Effigies were hung up by ſome particular Perſons 
on that Day (which was to be obſerved as a Day of Feſti- 
vity) with a Deſign to give a Colouring to juſt ſuch a Re- 

ſentation as Goy. Bernard now makes,---There are Per- 
ons, here capable of playing ſuch a Game ; and there are 
ſome Circumſtances which make it appear that ſuch a Suſ- 
picion was not groundleſs. ' Particularly it is difficult to ac- 
count for Governor Bernard's neglecting to give Orders to 
_ prevent their being hung up after he certain knew it was 
£45 apy | og” intended; 
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intended; and that he ſhould pretend it was too late the 
Evening before; but eſpecially, his not chuſing to make 
Uſe of his Information, or it may rather be ſuppoſed his 
Informant's Name is public, unleſs it was thro' Fear of 
diſcovering the Plot, is dark and unaccountable. — If there 
was a Deſign of this Nature, it muſt have been truly mortify- 
ing to thoſe who were in the Secret, that the Deſign was fo 
ſoon fruſtrated : For before the Governor could meet his 
Council, which he had prudently ©* the Day before ſummoned 
to meet, and while he was ** ſending round to get them 
together as ſoon as poſſible it might be; amidſt all theſe 
careful Preparations, the Effigies, ſays the Governor, 
«« were taken down by ſome of the Neighbours without Op- 
poſition !'”? Their being thus, perhaps unexpectedly, taken 
down, is ſufficient to evince the good Diſpoſition of the In- 
habitants in general: That They were not in the Plan of 
an Inſurrection, whoever - = might be, and that the Gover- 
nor therefore might with Safety, if he had been ſo inclined, 
make uſe of his Ehematicn in publie It might poſſibly 
indeed have totally overthrown bis deſign in writing this 
very Letter to his Lordſhip. 


But the beſt Improvement is to be made of every appear- 
ance : Accordingly the Governor haſtens to his Council, 
who were then met, agreeable to his appointment the Day 
before, and there he tells his Lordſhip, he ““ ſet forth in 
ſtrong Terms the Atrociouſneſs of this Inſult ; the D 
of its being followed by actual Violence, and the neceſſity 
there was of providing for the Peace of the Town.” How- 


ever atrocious the Inſult might be, where could be the 


Danger of its being followed by actual violence, when 
ſome of the Inhabitants themſelves, had taken down the 
Effigies, with, at leaſt the tacit Conſent of the whole Com- 
munity : for it was done without the Oppoſition expected, 
perhaps hoped for: And what neceſſity of providing for 
the Peace of the Town, when the People already diſcovered 
ſo peaceable a Diſpoſition, It would doubtleſs have pleaſed 
the Governor well, if his Council had adviſed ro fome 
ere Meaſures ; ſuch as might have afforded a firmer 
Foundation for him to have repreſented the Town as upon 
the Eve of an Inſurrection, than groundleſs Reports or 
Informations, from his own Pimps, which it was not * 
ö or 
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' for him to make uſe of in public. But all he could 
ſay to that Purpoſe, though he ſtrove hard for it, made 
no Impreſſion on the Council; They, ſays he, ** perſevered 
in treating the Affair as of no Conſequence” as well they 
might; for it is queſtionable after all, whether there was 
the leaſt Apprehenſion then of any Commotion even in the 
Mind of the Governor himſelf, whatever were his Preten- 
ſions. The Commiſſioners however took this Opportunity 
« of ſetting forth the Danger they apprehended ;” and the 
Governor, very readily no doubt, took the Occaſion to ac- 
uaint the King's Miniſter, that he had received a Letter 
= the Commiſſioners, ** deſiring the Protection of the 
Government.” 


Mr. Bernard in his Narrative, and entertains 
his Lordſhip with a very minute Account of the Celebra- 
tion of the Anniverſary of the Repeal of the Stamp-Act; 
and © the terrible Night it produced” to Mr. Burch, one 
of the Commiſſioners, and his Lady and Children, who had 
| to his Houſe for Safety; “ to the Lientenant- 
Govertior and the Sheriff of the County, who were alſo 
with him;“ and in fine to all «© thoſe who thought them- 
ſelves Objects of the popular Fury. It may be here 
obſerved as in general true, that no Man has Reaſon to 
fear the popular Fury, but he who is conſcious to himſelf 
of having done that which has expoſed him to their juſt 
Reſentment — The Governor himſAf owns that the 
Selectmen of the Town” and ſome others, and even 
the Gentlemen who dined at two Taverns near the Town- 
' Houſe, upon the Occaſion of the Day took great Pains 
that the — ſhould not produce a Riot.“ There is 
no Reaſon to ſuppoſe this was mentioned for the Sake of 
giving a Credit to any of thoſe Gentlemen, but rather to 
infinuate that the People were ſo outrageouſly diſpoſed as 
that they could not be reſtrained even by their own Leaders; 
for moſt of thoſe whom the Governor had honored with 
that Character were preſent. The Truth is, none of them 
were henſive Nat their Feſtivity would produce a 
Riot; but were careful to nt the hghting a 
Bonfire, becauſe the Governor had conſtantly | repreſented 
that as ** the uſual Signal for a Mob;“ and the Joys of the 
Evening among the lower Sort, which however innocent 


are 
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are ſometimes noiſy, would of Courſe be repreſented as 
riotous. And thus he did in Fact repreſent it to his Loxd- 
ſhip ; for he tells him that many Hundreds of People of 
all Kinds, - Sexes and Ages, paraded the Streets with Vells 
and Outcries”— That they © inveſted Mr. Williams's 
Houſe” —— That ** at two different Times about Midnight 
they made Outcries about Mr. Paxton's Houſe.” And 
tho' after all, he owns it was out of mere Wantonneſs,” 
et he ſays ** the whole made it a terrible Night.” This is 
ainting indeed, much beyond the Life : But Mr. Bernard 
has the Art in Perfection. He could not however perſwade 
even General Gage, to give it ſuch a Colouring ; for the 
General in his Letter to Lord Hillſborough dated Boſton 
the 31ſt of October, 1768, tells his Lordſhip quite other- 
wiſe ; and that according to the beſt Information he 
had been able to procure, the Diſturbance in March (which 
was this very Inſtance) far from being © terrible as the 
Governor repreſents it, was in Truth “ trifling.” This 
being the Account given by one of the principal Servants 
of — Crown in America, and who has diſcovered himſelf 
far from being partial in favor of the Town, it is needles 
to add any Thing further on this Head — Ting as indeed 
this Diſturbance” Was, ſuch Improvements were made 
of it Governor Bernard and others; that it occaſioned 
the ordering two Regiments from Halifax to this Town 
for a Purpoſe for which the military Power was certainly 
never deſigned ; a very dangerous Purpoſe, and abhorrent 
to the Britiſh Conſtitution and the Spirit of a free Govern- 
ment, namely to Support the Civil Authority——A Meaſure 
which has cauſed continual Terror to his Majeſty's peace- 
able Subjects here, and has been productive of more Dif- 
turbance and Canfuſion than has been known in the Me- 
mory of any now. living, or than is recorded by any Hiſ- 
torian, even the moſt partial againſt this Country, 


We ſhall now take Notice of Governor Bernard's Letter 
to the Earl of Hillſborough, dated Boſton, June 11, 1768, 
wherein he gives his Lordſhip an Account “ of a great 
Riot that happened in this Town the preceding Evening.” 
And it muſt be confeſſed there was a Riot on that Evening, 
which is by no means to be juſtified. It was however fa 
from being ſo great an one as the Governor repreſents ' to 
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| be. The Collector and Comptroller of the Cuſtoms indeed 
1 repreſent it as a ** numerous Mob, but they being particu- 
larly intereſted, their Fears might deceive them. It was 
not a numerous Mob; nor was it of long continuance, 
neither was their much miſchief done. It was occaſioned by 
{ the unprecedented and unlawful Manner of ſeizing a Veſſel by 
| | te Collector and Comptroller :| And conſidering their ille- 
gal Proceedings in making their Seizure, attended with the 
moſt irritating. Circumſtances which occaſioned this Mob 
the intolerable haughty Behaviour which the Commiſſio- 
ners who ordered this Seizure, had conſtantly before diſco- 
vered towards the People—the 1 Threats which had 
been given out, that the Town ſhould be put under a Military 
Government, and the armed Force actually employed as a 
Prelude to it, it cannot be wondered at, that in a populous 
Town, ſuch high Provocations, and the ſudden Exertion 
of Lawleſs Power, ſhould excite the reſentment of ſome 
Perſons beyond the Bounds of Reaſon, and them into 
Exceſs. We cannot ſtate the Circumſtances of this Affair 
with greater Impartiality, than by reciting the Sentiments 
of his Majeſty's Council after two Days Enquiry and Con- 

ſideration, in their own Expreflions, viz. 


„ ATOM 
«HIS Excellency having laid before the Board a Re- 
preſentatian of ſome Tranſattions relating to, and in Con- 
equence of the Diſorders. in the Town of Boſton on the 
Evening of the 10th of June laſt;the Board think it neceſ- 
ſary in Fuſtice to the Town and Province, and in Vindica- 
tion of themſelves, to make ſome Obſervations thereon, and 
to give a fuller Repreſentation than is contained in the 
Paper laid before the Board. | | 


Wich Regard to the ſaid Diſorders, it is to be obſerved 
that they were occaſioned: by the making a Seizure (in a 
Manner unprecedented) in the Town of Boſton on the ſaid 
10th. of June, a little before Sunſet, when a Veſſel was 
ſeized by ſeveral of the Officers of the Cuſtoms; and 
immediately after, on a Signal given by one of the ſaid 
Officers, - in Conſequence *. ncerted Plan, ſeveral 
armed Boats from the Romney Man of War took Poſſeſſion 
of her, cut her Faſts, and carried her from the Wharf 
where the lay, into the Harbour, along fide W 
W 


f 


| Officers of the Cuſtoms, but 


be made, took Occafion to infult and abuſe the faid 
icers, and afterwards to break ſome of the Windows of 
Houſes, - and to commit other Diforders. 
though the Board have the utmoſt Abhorrence of all 
þ diſorderly Proceedings, and would by no Means attempt 
them, are obliged to mention the Occaſion of 

er to ſhew, that however culpable the faid 
Perſeus: were, the Officers who {eized,. or thoſe 
Orders ſuch unuſual and violent Meaſures as 
ER! taking away the ſaid Veſſel, 
ot faultleſs : It highly p robable that no ſuch 
would have — commited, if the Veſſel bad 
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Council further ſay, « With. d te hat ha 

. it ſeems to 18 
Perſons who complain of it, by — aid and 
the Orders given for making the Seizure aforeſaid, and 
carrying it away by an Force, Which Circumſtan- 


11 
Es 


des, maker ee l. le of ſeining the Veſſel, 


t ſeem probable that an =— r was hoped for and 


y to the Manner in 
which it was ſecured ; and that if it had been done in che 
uſual Manner, as the Council afterwards ſay, it would 


have remained ſecure in the Hands of the Officers This 


corref} with the Commiſſioners own Account; for 
they ſay in their Letter to Governor Bernard, June 12, that 
they received a verbal Meſſage from the P to the fol- 


| Jowing Parpoke, a * Sloop ſeized was brought back 
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to Mr. Hancock's Wharf, Security given to anſwer the 
Proſecution, the Town might be kept quiet.” But this 1 
ciſic P ola, though brought to them as they xcknou! 
« by a Perſon of Credit,” expreſly declare, appogred 
to them as — and it was in Fact one of their very 
Reaſons for queſting the Governor to give Directions that 
al e might be into the Caſtle for ProteQion---So to- 

were they of the Peace of the Town, and ſo 
— fond of being thought by others as important as 
- they fancied themſelves to be, the this reaſonable and 
timely F was brought to them even by a Perſon of 
Credit in their cxvn Efteem, haug heily replied, that 
they gaye no Anſwers to rde eſſa; Laich plainly 
indicated either a'Wantonneſs of Power in them beyond all 
bounds, or the Hopes, if not the Intentions, WY further 
Uproar.— ; 

Governor Bernard tells his Lordſhip ; that this Riot . had 
very bad. Conſequentes; which is undoubtedly true: The 
exaggerated Accounts which he and the Commiſſioners gave 
of it to the Miniſtry, and their taking Occaſion to repreſent 
che Toni fellas 7, a State of Diſobedience to all Law and 
Authority, and and indeed the-ibate Continentas ripe for a Re- 
volt, were attended with the worſt of Conſequences to the 
Town. 'The Commiſſioners ſay, in plain Terms, that 
there had been a lon and eren, Plan of Reſiſtance to 
the Authority of Great Britain, and that the Seizure refer- 
red to - had haſtened the People of Boſton to the Commil- 
ſion of actual Violence ſooner than was intended.” Such 
inflammatory Repreſentations as theſe had the Effects which 
they had long wiſhed for ; and induced the Miniſtry to or- 
der two other Regiments to this Town ; the Conſequence of 
whach, if they or any of them, are continded, it is to be 
feared, ar from reconiing the Peop eople to the preſent Mes- 
ſures of Adminiſtrati only SOT e 
nnen | 


The Governor, in the Poſtſcript 40-the Lone, June 13, 
mentions his havin Intelligence from the Commiſſioners of 
ſome. Particular from whence + they concluded, that they 
were immediately expoſed to further Violences, and defired 
W Be Outfloc<es Tile Trnaligangs" —— 
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in their Letter of June 12, juſt now mentioned, wherein 
they take upon themſelves to charge the Government with 


' having no Meaſures for ſecuring the Peace of the 


Town, alledging, in general Terms, that there was the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſon to further Violences.” And they 
further ſay, that Excellency himſelf had acquainted 
them that 2 was no Place of Safety for them.” Here we 
ſee that the Intelligence which the Governor repreſents to 
his Lordſhip as having been received by him from the 
Commiſſioners, he firſt communicated to them; and there- 
upon they grounded their pretended Fears in their Letter 
to him, and defire the Protection of the Government. 'This 
is all of a Piece, and may ſerve to explain the frequent Ru- 
mours of an Inſurrection, mentioned in a former Letter, 
and from what Quarter theſe frequent Rumours came. It 
ſhews the Combination, and the ſettled Deſign of the Go- 
vernor and the Commiſſioners, to blacken the Character of 
the Town; and how dextrouſly can play into each 
others Hands. The Governor the next Day, June 13, 
wrote to the Commiſſioners, and acquainted them, that 
« having communicated their Letter of the 12th to the 
Council, they deſired him to inform them that, during the 
Sitting of the Council on Saturday Morning, there was no 
Reaſon at all gums to expect further Violences, and that 
there was no Apprehenſion, either in the Governor or the 
Council, of immediate Danger,” It is incumbent on the 
Governor, or his Friend, if he has any, to reconcile this 
with what he had before told the Commiſſioners, ** that 
Boſton was no Place of Safety for them.” It ſeems Gover- 
nor Bernard was perpetually teazing the Council with the 
Commiſſioners vague Reports of an Inſurrection, and of 


the Danger they were in; and indeed it appears to be the 


main Point in View to uade the Council, if poſſible, 
into a Belief of it, or if not, 3 laint to the 
Miniſtry that they were negligent ir Duty in not 
— to proper Meaſures tor the ProteQtiori of the Com- 
miſſioners ; and from thence to enforce a Neceſſity of mi- 
Government in Boſton, --- 
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the Board that there was no immediate Dan 


their preſent —— — of further Violences, and 


_ hat were taking the ſame into Conſideration.— 
But he ſhould have any repreſented this Matter to the 
Commiſſioners, and told them, that the Council had already 


taken the ſame into Confideration, and come to a Conclu- 
ion, as in Fact they had; for by their own Minutes we 
find, that“ the Matter being fully debated, it ap to 
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Diſturbances.” They at the ſame Time adviſed 
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cludes, that, * as he cannot conduct this Buſineſs as 
at t to be,” or rather as he choſe it ſhould be, it 
may be beſt for him to have but little Hand in it.“ —It 
may not be amiſs here to recite the Declaration of his Ma- 


_ jeſty's "Council at à fall Board, on the 29th of July, fix 


4 after the Commiſſioners voluntary Exile to the Caftle, 
in conſequence of theſe prrended Apprehenfions of further 
Violences, The 'Councit fay, the Commiſſioners were 
— to quit the Town; there never had been any 
Inſult offered to them; their quitting the Town was a vo- 
luntary Act of their own ; we do not apprehend there was 


any 


"ad i. 
=. 
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any ſufficient Ground for their quitting it ; and, when they 
had quitted it, and were at the Caftle, was no Occafion 
for Men of War to protect them.” Such an Authority, 
will, no doubt, be deemed ſufficient to vindicate the Town 
from this Aſperfion ; eſpecially, As the Council had then had 
Time cooly to recolle& the Matter : As they had borne their 
full Teſtimony againſt the Diſorders, and taken 
Step which belonged to their D ent, to bring the 
Offenders to condign Puniſhment : But more eſpecially, as 


that very Board had always before ſupported the Governor's 


Meaſures to the utmoſt Extent that their Conſciences would 
allow, and many Times againſt the general Sentiments of 
the People, for which they had gained the Governor's Ap- 
plauſe, and his particular Recommendations to his Majeſ- 
ty's Miniſter ; and he himſelf could at this Time have no 
other exception to any Part of their Conduct, but their 
Oppoſition to his favorite plan, to introduce a military Go- 
vernment into the town, without the leaſt Colour of Ne- 
ceſſity, and thereby to break throꝰ the Mounds, and tear up 
the very Foundation of the civil Conſtitution. 


The Governor in his Letter to Lord Hillſborough of the 
14th of June, being reſolved to give his Lordſhip an exact 
Detail of every Occurrence ©* from whence the moſt dan- 
gerous Conſequences are to be expected, takes Occaſion to 
mention ** a Paper ſtuck up on Liberty Tree.“ This Paper, 
he had ſaid in Ms Letter of the 13th, contained © an Invi- 
tation of the Sons of Liberty to meet at Six o Clock to clear 
the Land of the Vermin which were come to devour them.“ 
A very innocent, if not laudable al, for which the 
Country ſhould think itſelf obliged to „to beſure if 
could have effected their Deſign. But in this Letter it is 
called a violent and virulent Invitation to ri/e that Night 
to clear that Country of the Commiſſioners and their Officers, 
to avenge themſelves of the Cuſtom-houſe Officers, and put one 
of them to Death?” And, till more alarming, ** there were 
alſo ſome indecent Threats againſt the Governor! Could 
the Governor think that by the Vermin that were come to 
devour the Land they meant his Exce and the Com- 
miſſioners! But perhaps the Mind of Sheriff who 
brought this Information to the Governor was ſomewhat 
agitated with the Fears of an Inſurrection; and moreover, 
: $ : we 
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(14) 
ve may 2 that he had not ſeen the Paper himſelf, but 
; took it from Report, in Conformity to the Example of the 
Governor, who believed or pretended to believe Word 
of it, till he had the. mortifying __—_ the true Contents 


of this very important Paper; of which the following as he 
himſelf at length tells his Lordſhip is an exact Copß, wis. 
Boſton, June 13, 1768. The Sons of Liberty requeſt all 
thoſe who in this Time of Oppreſſion and Diſtraction wiſh 
well to and would promote ts Peace, Good-Order and 
| Security of the Town and Province, to aſſemble at Liberty- 
4 Fall, under Liberty-Tree, on Tueſday the 14th Inſtang, at 
| Ten o'Clock preciſely. It might have been ſuppoſed 
that ſo harmleſs a Thing would have given Offence to none. 
In the firſt Place the Matters all in it were confeſſed! 
true: That this was a Time of. Oppreſſion, the People 
felt: That it was a Time of Diſtraftion, the Governor and 
the Commiſſioners loudly laimed: A Deſign then at 
' ſuch a * > promote the Peace, 8 — 
gurity of the Town, was at leaſt unexceptionable. But 
the 8 complains that ** it was not 3 as an 
Implication of Danger: Strange would it have been in- 
deed, if ſo ſalutary a Propoſal as the promoting the Peace, 
Good-Order and Security of the Town had been thus con- 
ſidered. Neither, ſays he, was the Impropriety of the 
Sons of Liberty appointing a Meeting to ſecure the Peace 
of the Town, when the Governor and Council were fitting 
upon that Buſineſs, and ſeemingly to litth Purpoſe, taken 
much Notice of.” But ſurely if the Governor and Coun- 
Cil could be ſuppoſed to be fitting upon auch Buſine/s, at 
ſuch a Time, and ſeemingly to little Purpoſe, there could be no 
great Improprietry in other Peoples undertaking it. But 
without adopting by any Means the Meaſure, Is not here 
.a ſtriking Inſtance of the Diſpoſition of Governor Bernard, 
and ſome others, to receive with the greateſt Avidity the 
bl moſt aggravating Accounts of every triffing Occurrence that 
| | has happened, and without any Enquiry, to paint them to 
. the RT in the deepeſt Colours ! Behold a Meeting, 
the profeſſed Deſign of which was to promote the Peace, 
| Good-Order and ity of the Town, and that in open 
ay- 
8 


Light, repreſented to the King's Miniſter as a Meet - 

deſigned to be held at fix o Clock, near $un-ſet, in one 

r; and in another the next Day, a moſt — 
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and virulent Invitation to ri/e that Night ! and clear the 
Country of the Commiſſioners, — threaten the Governor, and 
commit Murder!“ In Conſequence of which he tells the 
Council, there is no Time to enquire into the Particu- 
lars of the former Riot.” They are to be hurried to 
Meaſures to provide for the Peace of the Town; and to 
prevent new Diſturbances premeditated” and imme- 
diately threatened; and bis Lordſhip is to be forthwith 
informed of it. Certainly, every candid Perſon will from 
hence be inclined - ee — Governor Bernard re- 
lates to the prejudice is Town, or an icular 
Perſons, with great Diſcretion. * NF FAY | 


His Letter of the 16th of June, for he ſeemed to be al- 
moſt every Day employed in 8 „ Detail“ of 
common Reports, gives the Earl of Hillſborough an Account 
of „the Meeting at Liberty-Tree - in purſuance of the 
printed Notice.” And after entertaining his Lordſhip 
with a particular tho* aukward and inconſiſtent Deſcription 
of the Tree, the vaſt Height of the Flag Staff, and the 
Deſign of hoiſting the Flag, namely for a Signal,” which 
to beſure muſt be a Diſcovery _ new to his ip, he 
b vp to ſay ; that at leaſt 4000 Men aſſembled,” 
t the principal Gentlemen attended to engage the 


lower People to concur in Meaſures for Peace and Quiet,” - 


which was the profeſſed End of their Meeting that . one 
of the Sele&men was choſen Moderator or Chairman” — 
that they adjourned to the Town-Hall” for the Accommo- 
dation of ſo large a Number. And there it being ** ob- 
ʒjected that they were not a legal Meeting, they eee 
to the Afternoon,” he ſhould. have faid, broke up; and 
the Selectmen inſtead of © legalizing the Aſſembly” as it 
is oddly. expreſſed, called a Town-Meeting agreeable to the 
Directions of the Law, to meet in the Afternoon. All this 
was certainly an innocent Proceeding, and the- Governor 
himſelf, it is preſumed did not think otherwiſe, for it hap- 
s for once, that he makes no particular Remarks upon 
t; and if it ſhould be ſaid of them, that they met ſeemingly 
to little Purpoſe, it might be ſaid truly enough; but it is to 
remembered, that another Aſſembly, with their Chairman 
” their * the 1 ET Account of = 
eetin very reſpectab could be credi 
might i that Reſpect keep them in — But 


2 mnocent 


— 


r 
* % . 


— 


— — 3 
2 * - : 


S think pectable Corporations at Home—what 
BM even of both Houſes of Parliament, if they were to be judg- 
” ed of by Motion that has been made, or cv Ex- 
dropper from Individuals in the Warmth 
1 been true that ſuch Propoſals wers 
if meaſures that could not have been altogether 
been even adopted by the Town, at a ime 
had been pratiſed to irritate the People, 
their Minds, the candid Part of Mankind would 
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Such an Aſſembly has ever been the 


ud and violent Pro- 
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ginated and compoſed as (he ſays) it was.”—Py theſe Ex. 
preſhons it is conceived, he would intimate to his Lordſhip 
that it was both illegal and tumultuous; and if that wag 
his real Intention, the Inſinuation was both ſalſe and inju« 
rious.— The Meeting was originated“ as the Law directs, 
and nothing was there concluded upon according to the 
Governor's own Account, but the Appointment of a Com- 
mittee, which he himſelf ſays in general was very res 
ſpectable, to wait on him „with a Petition 55” the re- 
ceiving his Anſwer, as he is pleaſed to ſay, with © univerſal 
Approbation!“ writing a Letter to a Friend, and voting 
ſuch Inſtructions as they thought proper to their Repreſenta- 
tives. After which he tells his Lordſhip they broke up 
guietly, and the Meeting ended.“ But notwithſtanding this 
quiet, and as may be concluded by the Governor's Ac- 
count of it, coalixing Town Meeting, which conſiſted 


of ſo large a Number, and among whom he himſelf was 


ſo popular“ that even the Moderator declared that 
he really believed he was a Well · wiſher to the Province,” 
(Thus faith Governor Bernard, but no one remem- 
bers or believes it) yet all this will not avail to ſoften his 
Mind or alter his Intentions. And although he tells his 
Lordſhip the Romney and a Sloop of 16 Guns juſt come 
in will complete the Command of all the Approaches to 
the Caſtle, and other Ships of War are expected, ſo that 


the Security of the Commiſſioners is effectually provided 


for;“ yet the favourite Paint will not be carried, till the 
long- wifhed-for Troops arrive, to enforce his arbitrary De- 
fipns, and ſuppreſs the Spirit of Liberty. And now 1s the 
Time, if ever, to preſs the matter: Every Hand therefore 
muſt be ſet to work, and nothing will ſerve the Cauſe like 
continually holding up the Idea of an /»/urreZ/or. Accords 
ingly we find one of the Avuxiliaries, whoſe Letter, though 
anonimous, has Credit enough to appear in the Liſt laid 
before Parliament, ſays, It is n Opinion that the Pro- 
moters of the preſent Evils are ready to enmaſk, and open- 
ly to diſcover their long and latent Design to ReBer”? 
—and—* involve this Country in Blood and Horror!“ 
Another anonimous Writer, who is ſaid to be © well ac- 
quainted with the State of rhe Town of Boſton,” ſays, that 
„He obſerves a Sourneſs in the Minds of the People in 
general,” and adds, He that runs may read, that without 
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ITnterpefition, a preat Storm will ariſe.” . The 
; You; 2 Comprrdiler of the Cuſtoms mention «wth 
deep Concern, as they affect to expreſs themſelves, ** that 
a general Spirit of InsSUxRECTION prevails, not only in 
the Town, but throughout the whole Provinces.” — The 
Commiſſioners 2 in their Letter to General Gage, 
tell him, that it is utterly impoſſible to carry on the Bu- 
fineſs of the Revenue in the Town of Boſton, from the out- 
| rageous Behaviour of the People: They acquaint the Gene- 
p 1 * of the alarming State of Things in the Town, and 
defire him to give them Protection. And though Governor 
Bernard, when not ſo much on his Guard, or perhaps 
under ſome little Compunction of Mind, in his Letter to 
the Commiſſioners, June 13, gently chides them for their 
ill-grounded Fears, and tells them * he is very /orry that 
they think themſelves ſo much in Danger in Boſton (which 
he had before ſaid was no Place of Safety for them) as to 
think it unſafe for them to reſide there ;”” notwithſtandin 
all this, yet in the Letter we are now conſidering, which 
was written nearly at the ſame Time, he poſitively aſſures 
his Lordſhip, that if there is not a RevoLT, the Leaders 
muſt falſify their Words and change their Purpoſes.” Per- 
haps he would have been more conſiſtent if he had imagined 
theſe Letters would ever have ſeen the Light. He con- 
cludes his Letter with mentioning a few more Papers 
ſtack up on the Town-Houſe.”—— No Evidence however 
appears to have accompanied all theſe heavy Charges upon a 
whole Community: But Governor Bernard and others ſeem 
3 to have conducted their Proſcriptions as if they could have 
even foreſeen, that the bold Aſſertions of Perſons apparently 
inimical to a Country, anonimous Letters, Street-Conver- 
ſation picked up by Pimps and Spies, and Papers ſtuck 
by no one knows whom on a publick Building, would be 
of ſo much Weight as to influence the Meaſures of Admi- 
[ niſtration! Can any Perſon believe this a juſt Repreſenta- 
g tion, when Governor Bernard, with all his Induſtry and 
Aid, has not been able to furniſh Proof that any Body or 
Combination of Men, or even a fingle Perſon, had incured 
a legal Penalty, if we except the — — — that hap- 
pened on March and june already conſidered. 
The Governor in his Letter of the gth of July informs 
his Lordſhip of a Manoeuvre, as he calls it, of the Sons of 
Liberty; 
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Liberty; a Number of them going out of Boſton at the 
cloſe of a certain Day in Parties, and meeting on each Side 
of a Houſe in Roxbury, which Mr. Robinſon (and his 
Lordſhip. muſt be informed that he alſo was one of the 
Commiſſioners) had lately hired, with an Intention to ſur- 
prize him and prevent his Eſcape; but he being at the 
Caſtle, where the Commiſſioners had been driven for Safety, 
they did nothing but plunder his Fruit-Trees. This is a 
very ſolemn Account indeed; but he never laid this Ma- 
nœuvre of the Sons of Liberty,” extraordinary as it was, 
before the Council, which he never failed to do on like Oc- 
caſions; thinking poſſibly, that reſpectable Body might 
be of Opinion, that a Gentleman of any political Party may 
be ſuppoſed to have had his Orchard or Fruit-Gardens 
robbed by l/iguoriſh Boys, without making a formal Repre- 
ſentation before his Majeſty's firſt Miniſters of State, As 
the Governor will ſtil! have it that the Commiſlioners were 
« driven to the Caſtle for Safety,” we take Occaſion, to 
obſerve here, that it was notorious, that they frequently 
landed on the Main, and made Excurſions into the Country; 
viſiting the Lieutenant-Governor and other Gentlemen at 
their . where it would have been eaſy to have ſeized 
them if any Injury had been intended them; which as his 
Majeſty's Council very juſtly have obſerved, <©* demonſtrated 
the Inſincerity of their Declarations,” as it did thoſe of 
the Governor that they immured themſelves at the 
Caſtle for Safety.” 


Another Part of the Detail in this Letter is the Reſcue 
of a Veſſel which had been ſeized by the Cuſtom-Houſe 
Officers. It ſeems by Governor Bernard's Account, it had 
been thought proper to try an Experiment;” for ſays he, 
When the Sloop was ſeized which occaſioned the Riot, 
and in Conſequence of which the Commiſſioners were 
obliged to leave the Town, the greateſt Part of the Reſent. 
ment was expreſſed againſt the putting her under the Care 
of the Man of War ;” which was very true, and he might 
have alſo ſaid, the making the Seizure with ar armed Force, 
and therefore, he adds, ** when this Schooner / was ſeized, 
it was left at the Wharf, under no other Care but two 
Cuſtom - Houſe Officers,” in hopeful, no doubt, if got 
certain ExpeRation, that the Reſcue would be made, from 
D 2 whepce 
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whence it might bly be made. to - r that the 
Reſentment — ern s of * uſtom-Houſe 
Officers in the former Inſtance, as being violent and illegal, 
was mere Pretence. The Reſcue was made, and it was 
univerſally diſpleaſing to the Town, The Governor ſays. 
6 this very Molaſſes was the next Day returned,” and 
tells his Lordſhip, that the Seletmen of the Town 
ſent for the Maſter of the Schooner,” and ordered him 
to return it, under Pain of the Diſpleaſure of the Town ;” 
which is a groſs Miſrepreſentation of the Matter, and art- 
fally deſigned to prepare for the ſubſequent ungenerous 
Remark, that “all Government is now in the Hands of 


the People.” A good Magiſtrate would have rejuiced in 


this Inſtance of the People's voluntarily affording their Aid 
in the Recovery of the King's Due, which had been reſcued 
from him, without torturing. his Invention to find an ill-na- 
tured Conſtruction for it: But Governor Bernard is diſturb- 
ed that the Humour of the People,” which he ſays this 
was done to pleaſe,” ſhould ever coincide with their Du- 
ty to their Sovereign The voluntary Aſſociation of the Peo- 
ple to promote Peace and good Order, he had before ſaid 
«*« carried an Implication of Danger” to the Government; 
and now, when they ſeem to unue in taking Meaſures for 
the Execution of a Law, although in its Nature diſagreeable 
to the People, why truly the Government is in the Hands 
of the People, and not of thoſe deputed by the King, or 
under his Authority.” But if the People had a View to 
ſave their own Reputation in this Piece of Service to the 
Crowe, as the Governor intimates, ſurely he will. not ſay 
it was ** ill judged” or ill- timed.“ The Truth is, they 
had a particular View at this Time to. prevent Governor 
Bernard's improving this Reſcue; which they were in 

Sort concerned in, to the Prejudice of the Town, as h 

been his conſtant Practice in other Caſes, and as it now evt- 
dently appears he intended : And it was certainly a wife 


Precaution; though a candid Mind will by no Means exclude 


any other | good Intentions, —— We cannot forbear takin 
Notice here with Freedom, of a very extraordinary Aﬀertion 
of Governor Bernard, in this Letter to his Lordſhip. That 


every Seizure made, or attempted to be made on Land 
„gat Boſton for theſe three Years paſt, before theſe two In- 


ſtances, had been violently reſcued or prevented,” —An Aſ- 
3 ſertion 
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ſertion ſo-notoriouſly falſe, that few Men could have made 
it without Bluſhing : and we may ſuppoſe even Governor 
Bernard himſelf would not have made 1t, had he apprehend- 
ed it would ever have become Public“. — The Officers of 
the Cuſtoms themſelves will not venture to affirm it. If 
the Aſſertion is true, his Majeſty's Council muſt have been 
egregiouſty miſtaken when they declare that no Inſtance 
can be alledged of any Veſſel ſeized, or any Seizure whatever, 
in the Town of Boſton being ,reſcued out of the Hands of 
the Officers, except what took Place here on the 8th of July 
Inſtant, when a Quantity of Molaſſes (this very Molaſſes 
having been ſeized, was taken away from the Officers who 
had 77 * of it; Which unwarrantable Proceeding being 
univerſally condemned, the Molaſſes was very ſoon returned. 

As this , baſe Story was invented and told by Governor Ber- 
nard, with the ſole Intention of caſting an Odium upon the 
Town, we have Reaſon to expect his Retractation of it; 
or he muſt bear the Reproaches of an highly injured Com- 
munity, and the juſt Cenſures of all impartial Men, After 
theſe falſe and injurious Aﬀertions, he thinks it a proper 
Time to acquaint his Lordſhip, that the one Regiment 
which be had the flattering ExpeRation of, from a Letter 
he had received from General Gage, though it might ſe- 
cure the Caſtle, would not be ſufficient to awe? tbe — N 
Which was in Effect aſuing for more. Thus we ſee the Means 
which Governor Bernard and his Confederates have been 
inceſſantly uſing to accompliſh their Deſigns ; and ſtrange 
as it may in ; Sr better Times hereafter appear, theſe 
Means, and theſe very Inſtruments at Length prevailed to 
introduce . a military Power into this Town——A Power 
which is daily trampling on our Laws, contemning our 


— 


ͤ— 
—_ 


* It is remar table that Governor Bernard, not lon — — t 
+ Letters were made jutblick, v of iy to a certain Gent 4 
earneft Wiſh, that the People of this Province could ha a Sight 
of all his Letters to the Minifiry, being aſſured that they would 
thereby be fully convinced that be was a Friend io the Province 
Indeed be made a Declaration to the ſame Purpoſe, in one of - bis 
| gublick Speeches to the Hauſe of Repreſentatives. the arri- 
Dal of the Letters however, 2 as ſome ſay; a certain 
Paleneſs, and complained of as an Hard/bip that bis ' Letters, 
«wrote in Confidence, ſhould be expoſed to the View of the 
Publick.——— A firiking Proof of ibe Baſeneſs, as well as the 
Perfidy of bis Heart ! 
Religion, 
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Religion, and invading the Rights both of Perſons and 
Property—A Power by which a truly loyal but long - abuſed 
and highly provoked Community, is, not indeed awed, 
but Gifireſed—And were it not for the certain Advice 
that our humble and dutiful Supplications have at Length 
reached the Royal Hand, we ſhould be reduced even to a 
State of Deſperation! 


Governor Bernard in his Letier to Lord Hillſborough of 
the 16th of September, begins with acquainting his Lord- 
ſhip with the prudent Methods he took, to communicate 
the Expectation of the Troops gradually, for Fear of cer- 
tain ill Effects that might ariſe from their ſudden Arrival. 
And no wonder that the Man who had long been repre- 
ſenting a whole Country as Rebels; and Had been one of 
the principal Inſtruments in bringing ſuch a Curſe upon it, 
8 at that Juncture be — 2 be Apprehenſions of 

anger. In his laſt Letter he talks of his per/onal Courage, 


Firmn:ſs of Mind to fail: He alſo mentions © the i- 
rited Conduct of the Lieutenant-Governor ; and with Plea- 
ſure aſſures his Lordſhip that he could depend upon 4:s 
Reſolution and Steadineſs, as much as he could upon 5. 
don; from whence he concludes that there would be 
no Want of a due Enforcement of the Laws to the Cor- 
rection of the preſent Abuſes :”——But zow he ſeems to 
conſcious of Fear !—Happy was it for him, that he was 

in the Hands of a People, who attended to the Dictates of 
ſound Policy, Religion, and Loyalty——He firſt opens this 
Matter to one of the Council, and tells him that he had 
rivate Advice that Troops were ordered hither, but that 
he had no public Orders about it himſelf;“ and he ob- 
ſerves that * it quickly was very thoroughly circulated all 
over the Town, and the Fa&ion immediately took the 
' Alarm.” By this he would infinuate that the better Sort 
of the People, and even the Generality of the Town, were 
well enough pleaſed with it. If the Faction only took the 
Alarm, the Generality of the Town muſt have been in- 
"cluded in the Faction: For in Truth, he had the Mortifi- 
cation of ſeeing the whole Body of the People, ſaving his 
own very few Tiheredes, who were properly an implacable 
Fation, thoroughly awakened and alarmed at the ſudden Ex- 
peQation 


| and tells Lord Hillſborough that he did not feel his own 


— 
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pectation of a military Force, which had indeed been often 
threatned by this Faction, but few realized it before 
And now the Pimps were all immediately ſent out, who no 
doubt were rewarded in Proportion to their Succeſs in the 
Buſineſs ; and the Governor ſoon had Intelligence brought 
to him of the Converſation of ** private Companies :** And 
that in one it was the general Opinion to raiſe the Coun- 
try and oppoſe the Troops;“ in another © it was reſolved 
to ſurprize and take the Caſtle.“ How ridiculouſly im- 
pertinent maſt he appear in the Eyes of Men of Senſe, 
after all to acquaint his Lordſhip, that, he does not 
relate theſe Accounts as certain Facts.“ To what Purpoſe 
then did he relate them at all ! It ſeems that he was full 
as defigning, in communicating to Lord Hillſborough, as he 
was in communicating to the People, though his Deſigns 
were different: For the People were not to be told the au 
that the Governor knew to be true; but his Lordſhip was 
to be induced to believe more :—In either Caſe if the Pur- 

ſe could be ſerved, Sincerity was out of the Queſtion. 

ncertain however as theſe Facts were, his Lordſhip is 
informed, that they were yet believed!“ Strange, as they 
were ſaid to be Facts of Yeſterday, that no one, after all 
the Pains that had been taken, could make them certain ; 
and if they were not to be made certain, ſtranger ſtill that 
any in their Senſes ſhould believe them.-Some Men are 
very apt to believe that which they wißß were true: This 
no doubt is the preſent Caſe.—And beſides, we are to 


remember, that more than two Regiments were wanted to 


abe the Town; and if the Governor could boldly ſay, that 
theſe Reports, vage as they were, had obtained ay Credit 
here, no Matter by whom believed, they would have ſame 
Weight. But he muſt be preſumed to think very injud:- 
cieaſh of the Head or the Heart of a Minifter of State, to 
ſuppoſe that ſuch an andigeſted and ridiculous Account of 
Things would influence his Meaſures, Nothing, we ſhould 
think, but the great Candor which has ever appeared in 
Lord Hillſborough towards Governor Bernard, could have 
prevented his ſevereſt Cenſure.— But admitting they were 
true, which was by no Means the Caſe, certainly the 
Town is not accountable for what one of his Excellency's 
Spies might bave overheard in a ** pfivate Company.” 
— Let us then conſider the Account the Governor 

* ; gives 


* 


' 


| (24 ) 

ves of the publick Conduct of the Town, at a Meeting 
ly called on Monday, September 12. And firſt he ſays, 
& at the Hall the Faction appeared ſurrounded with all 
it's Forces ;” and an Appearance very decent at leaſt, it 
| ſeems, they were capable of making according to the Go- 
vernor's Account. For he tells his Lordſhip, „a Ser of 
Speeches by the Chiefs of the Faction, and no one e//e, fol- 
lowed in fach Order and Method, that every Thing, both as 
to Matter and Order, ſeemed to have been preconcerted ;” 
while alas! the © very few principal Gentlemen there,” 
the better Sort in the Governor's Eſtimation, appeared as 
curious, perhaps anxious SpeRators !” Where is now the 
little Remains of an expiring Faction, which he had ſo of- 
ten told the World of? 'The Tone is wonderfully al- 
tered ; the Body of the People are now tyly repreſented as 
united firm — regular in their Oppoſition to his Meaſures, 
while his own fexv Partizans, who yet muſt be ſtiled zhe 
principal Gentlemen,” though expecting every Moment to be 
«© ſurrounded with all zbeir Forces,“ appeared inquifitive 
and anxious for the Event! Hut nothing was reſolved upon, 
ſays the Governor, but to put two Queſtions to me, and 
appoint 9 Committee to conſider and report.“ The 
main Queſtion to the Governor was, Whether he had certain 
Expectation of the Troops? To which he anſwered with an 
artful Ambiguity, that he had private Advice, but no 
— 1 Orders about it. His private Advice might have 
certain or he might have had azthentick publick 
Advice without publick Orders about it, for General Gage 

was Commander in Chief of the King's Forces. Bein 
however ſomewhat preſſed by the Committee who waited 
on him, he diſcovered a Doplicity for which he has a pecu- 
har Talent, and ſaid, that he would not have the Town 
certainly expect the Troops; although he then expected them 
himſelf, and fully believed they were on their Paſſage from 
Hallifax ; and in this Letter to Lord Hillſborough he tells 
him, that it was at that very Time his Intention to 
communicate theſe Expectations of them gradually. — 
His Account of divers Speeches made in the Town Meet- 
ing is as uncertain, and with Regard to ſome of them, as 
untrue, as. the Intelligence he had received of the private 
Converſation : Perhaps it was carried to him by the ſame 
Hands,” as ſome of bi, principal Gentlemen were 1 ol 
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The Reſolyes and Determinations of this Meeting, as the 
Governor ſays, were publiſhed to the World; and they 
remain on the, Records of the Town that Poſterity may 


judge of them. The Town has ſeen no Reaſon ſince to 


revoke theſe Reſolves, notwithſtanding they have been 
ſentenced as ** very dangerous Reſolves, procured by mad 
People,” by ſo exquiſite a Judge, in Matters which regard 
civil Government, as well as ſo polite a Gentleman as 
General Gage. The Governor himſelf has been ſince re- 
ſpectfully requeſted by the S8electmen, in Behalf of the Towꝛn, 
to ſhew in what Reſpe& the Reſolves and Proceedings of 
this very Meeting had militated with Law; but he de- 
clined it: And we believe he declined it, becauſe he was 
not able to do it. Spirited IS: they were, but not too 
ſpirited for the Times.— When the Conſtitution is threat- 
ened, the Principles of the Conſtitution muſt, if ever, be 


aſſerted and ſapported.—The Goyernor indeed takes Notice 


of our Claim to a certain Clauſe, in the Bill. of Rights as 
«* large Stride :” But as we are free Britiſh Subjekis, we 
claim all that Security againft arbitrary Power, to which 
we are entitled by the Law of God and Nature, as well as 
the- Britiſh Conſtitution. And if a Standing Army may 
not be poſted upon the SubjeAs in one Part of the Empire, in 
a Time of- Peace, without their Conſent, there can be no 
Reaſon why it ſhould in any other; for all Britiſh Subjects 
Are, or ought to be, alike free.— 

The Governor in a former Letter to Lord Hillſborough 
mentioned the Selectmen's ordering the Arms belonging to 
the Town to be brought out and cleaned; and to make 
ſomething. of the Story, he told him that“ they were 
expoſed * Hours at the Town-Hoaſe,” In this Letter 


he ſays '** theſe Arms were depolited in, Cheſts, and laid 


upon the Floor of the Town-Hall to remind the People of the 
Ul of them,” Could any one beſides Governor Bernard, 
deſcend to ſo pitiful aw Artifice as to inſinuate that theſe 
Arms were cleaned, expoſed. to the People, and finally laid 
on the Floor of the Hall at this JunQuure, to induce his 
-Lordſhip to believe, that. th i were the Forces with which the 
Faction appeared ** ſurrounded,” and that the SeleQmen who 
are the principal City Magiſtrates, and the leading Part 'of 
the Town itſelf were aQually in the Plan which he had jul 
before mentioned, as concerted in one of the private Meet- 


ings, to raiſe the Country * oppole the Troops: 7 5 | 


— 
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that theſe Arms depoſited in Chefts were laid on the the Floor 
of the Hall, to remind the People of the Uſe of them,” 
and inſpirit them for the Purpoſe of oppoſing the Troops. 
Whereas the ſimple Truth of the Matter is, theſe Arms 
had for many Years been depoſited in Chefts, and laid on the 
the Floor of the Town-Hall ; but the Hall itſelf being 
burned a few Years ago, the Arms were ſaved from the 
Ruins, and carried to the Town-Houſe : After the Hall 
was rebuilt, the Town ordered their Removal there ; and 
though it happened to be done at a Juncture when the Go- 
vernor and his Confederates talked much of the Town's re- 
wolting, there was no other Thought in the Minds of any, 
| except the Governor and a few more; and it is a Queſtion 
whether even he, or they, really thought otherwiſe, but to 
* them in their proper and »/ual Place. 
Me cannot help taking Notice, how very exact the Go- 
vernor ſometimes is, even in the Choice of Words, in his 
«© Detail of Facts“ to a Miniſter of State: An Inſtance of 
which we have now before us, wherein he mentions to his 
— Lordſhip his incloſing' “ a blank Copy of the Precept (as 
he is pleaſed to call it) which the Selectmen have uſed,” it 
3s a Wonder it was not ſued, for that would have made it 
Appear more formal, ** in calling together the Convention ;* 
from whence he takes Occafion to ſay, it was, “a daring 
Aſſumption of the Royal Authority.“ Here then is the 
Treaſon, and Miſpriſion of Treaſon, or a Part of it at leaſt, 
about which there has been ſuch an Eclat 'of late ; for 
Which the Governor tells his Lorpſhip, in his Detail of 
the Convention, every Well-wiſher of the Province, of 
whom he is doubtleſs one, moſt devoutly defires the 
Charter may be forfeited.” And ſome of the Leaders were 
to be ſent to England to be tried there—Nay, his'Lordſhip, 
or ſome one of his Majeſty's Servants is informed that they 
expected it themſelves ; for Commodore Hood in one of 
| his ſhort and pithy Epiſtles, ſays, © they were alarmed, and 
expected nothing leſs than a Voyage to England againſt 
their Inclination.” — But his Lordſhip's deep Penetration 


might have diſcovered that this Precept to call a Con- 
vention“ was nothing more than a friendly circular Letter 
7 ene Ne of or 28 — _ «woe 

_ defiring them to F to their reſpective Towns 
ſendipg el to join with thoſe of the Town of 
Poſton, in conſulting Meaſures to promote Peace we good 
| rder: 
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Order: which was fo far from an Aſſumption of the Royal 
Authority, that it aſſumed not the leaſt Shadow of any 
Autbority whatever — This very innocent Meaſure of the 
Town in“ erp gather a Convention? as the Governor 
expreſſes it, which he ſo highly cenſures, and upon the 
Promoters of which he lh calls for the national Ven- 
gence, was moſt certainly attended with all the happy 
Fes for which it was propoſed : For the general Senti- 
ments of the Province were thereby collected, which could 
not otherwiſe have been done; the Governor having arbi- 
trarily diſſolved the General Aſſembly, and poſitively re- 
fuſed to call another, againſt the dutiful Petition of the 
Convention itſelf, as well as of the Town, even before 
they propoſed or thought of it — The ſeveral Towns hav- 
ing the Opportunity of conferring together by their Com- 
mittees, had the ſame Effects which followed a certain 
circular Letter, which formerly ſo perplexed his Excellency; 
for the People became the more united in the Meaſures 
roper to be taken for the Preſervation of their common 
ights at ſo critical and alarming a Juncture. And though 
the Governor ſays at the Fountain Head it was intended 
to provoke Reſentment,” yet to this very Meaſure has been 
imputed, in ſome ſmall Degree at leaſt, whether juſtly or 
not, it becomes not this Town to ſay, that Prudence as 
well as Firmneſs and Perſeverance in the Cauſe of Liberty, 
of which it is hoped this Country will forever avail itſelf. 
Even Governor Bernard cannot but own that the Conven- 
tion diſcovered . Moderation“ and ** a temperate ConduR,” 
which is far from being inconſiſtent with true Fortitude : 
But be is not willing that the Town of Boſton ſhould 
a aſus the Merit of it.” They are very far from a 
Diſpoſition thus to aſſume : 'They are content to have 
that Share of Merit which their beloved Countrymen are 
willing they ſhould have. And though he would inſinuate to 
his Lordſhip, with his uſual Cunning, that there was at the 
Convention an e/ential Difference of Sentiments between 
the Town and the Country; and that“ many of the De- 
puties came down with a Diſpoſition and Inſtructions to 
prevent the Boſtoners (as he elegantly expreſſes himſelf) 
involving the Province in the Conſequences of their own 
mad Devices ;” and that many of them were from the 
beginning ſenfible of the Impropriety and Danger of this 


Proceeding;” His Lordihip, as © they printed what they 
Ez did,“ | 


* 
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$4,” has no doubt been Bince, convinced that they were 


united in, their ſentiments of the common Cauſe. 


But this very peaceable propofal, the Governor thinks, 
exceeded the © Great Rebellion when it was at the higheſt, 

and the Confuſion arifing therefrom moſt urgent for ſome 

extraordinary Meaſures,” Here is the Burden 'of the Song 

extraordinary Meaſures! And ſurely his Lordſhip mu 


.. Propoſe, ſome very extraordinary Meaſures to chaſtiſe a 


eater than the Great Rebellion, even when it was at the 
igheſt,—Not content with pouring forth this Torrent of 
Zeal, the Governor ftill preſſes upon his Lordſhip; and 
aſſures him that “ unleſs it is prevented by ſome Power 


- from without, not only the Crown Officers will be exclud - 


ed,“ but „ every Ingredient of Royalty” in the govern- 
ment of the Province will be totally deftroyed—— What 
torick ! to arreſt his Lordſhip's Attention, and hurry 

im on to conclude with the Governor, that the Force 
already, ordered by General Gage, viz. two Regiments, 


will not be ſufficient.” —— In order till to heighten the 


Ideas of an intended Rebellion, the Governor adds, „It 
is is now a great Queſtion whether the King's Troops will 
be ſuffered to enter the Town or not.” And * the Deſign 
againſt the Caſtle is now ſo well known, that it is probable 
that the very Names of the People who were enrolled for 


that Service to the Number of Five Hundred, or of the 


Chiefs of them will be diſcovered. It is pretty remarka- 
ple the Governor in the former part of this Lan informed 
his Lordſkip, that he did not relate hi, very Account as a 
certain Fact; his Spies muſt then make very quick Rota- 


tions, and the Intelligence flow in very vaſt; to be ſo well 


aſſured of it before he concluded; or the Governor muſt be 
ſo unfortunate, perhaps not having Time in the enn 
of his Affairs, to keep a regular Diary, as to forget what 
he had wrote, and as we every now and then find it hap- 
Pens, in the “ overfloxwings”- of his Zeal, to be incon- 
tent with himſelf. FR": | OO 
It would be an endleſs. Taſk to take particular Notice bf 
every falſe and injurious Repreſentation contained In theſe 
, voluminous Letters*. No one can read them without bein 
0.1 en H 34 ** "4, at | ; aſtoniſhe 
ludeed it might be ſaid, de aubole wworld would not contain all 
the Remarks that might be juſtly made vpon them, One in- 
ſteance, however; ſeems to have been overlooked by „ 
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aſtoniſhed at ſeeing a Perſon in ſo important a De 
as Governor Bernard ſuſtained, deſcending in his Letters to 
| | a Miniſter 
and as it is an Inſtance of Importance, it is its being noticed 
in the Margin will not be thought amiſs. The Governor, after 
having prevailed upon the Council, at a very thin Board, and by 
. a Majority of One out of only Eleven Gentlemen preſent, to ad- 
viſe to the clearing the Manufactory-Houſe in Boſton, for the 
Reception of a Part of the two Iriſh Regiments then expeRed; in 
his Letter to Lord Hillſborough of Nov. 1ſt, he gives him an Ac- 
count of the Steps he had ordered for the Remcval of the Fa- 


. milies out of the Houſe. And it ſeems, that the Governor, A 


Power which he had affiomed, appointed the Sheriff and two of 
Deputies, Bailiffs for the Governor and Council, for the Purpoſe : 
- Theſe Families however refuſed to ſubmit to ſuch Authority, even 
though the Chief Juſtice himſelf condeſcended to go with the Sheriff, 
and adviſed them to give up the Houſe. The Sheriff upon the 
third Attempt fays the Governor, „finding the Window open, 
entered; upon which the People gathered about him and ſhut 
bim up: he then made @ Signal to an Officer who was without, 
who brought a Party of Soldiers, who took Poſſeſſion of the Yard 
of the Building, and relieved the Sheriff from his Confinement.”— 
This is the Governor's Account of the Matter; but others give 
a very different Account of it, and fay that the Sheriff attempted 
- a forceable Entry, and was reliſted by the People within the 
Houſe; and by them Certain it is, that one of them com- 
menced an Action of Treſpaſs againſt the Sheriff; but what be- 
came of the Action the Records of the Court of Common-Pleas 
will beſt how: It is alſo certain that an Officer, a Military Of- 


ficer, was without and at Hand; and upon a Signal from the She- 


riff, brought a Party of Soldiers, the whole Regiment being then 
encamped in Sight on the Common; and the Soldiers (not the In- 
habitants as the Governor aſſerts) „kept the Houſe blockaded 
all that Day and beſt Part of the next. It is further certain, 
und ĩt may be atteſted by the Oaths of divers Perſons of Credit, 
that Offers were made to the Sheriff, of ſufficient Aid in the 
Leal Execution of his Office, if he would diſmiſs the Troops; il- 
legal Steps being at the ſame Time excepted againſt.— Great 
umbers of People during the Sizge as it may be properly called, 
were collected in the Street, which is as ſpacious as in any Part of 
the Town, but the Governor owns they did no Miſchief : He in- 
= deed repreſents it in —— uſual r as a GREAT _ 8 
 ſembled with ſome Chiefs of the Faction, intimating t 
as in his — «an —— Inſurrection: The General 
on the other Hand ſays the Matter ( occaſioned a little Difturb- 
ance of no Conſequence ; but takes Care to add, that **-it ſerved 
to ſhow a molt obſtinate Spirit of Oppolition to every Meaſure of 
Government. The Governor further ſays, the Inhabitants 
„were very abuſive to the Soldiers The . 
i tor — 1 tam 
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a 'Minifter of State, to ſuch trifling Circumſtances, and ſuch 
ſlanderoys Chir-that :' Boaſting as he does in one of his 
Letters, of his ver- reaching thoſe with whom he was tranſ- 
3 Buſineſs ; and in Order to prejudice the moſt 
reſpectable Bodies, meanly flching from Individuals belong- 
Ing to thoſe Bodies, what had been dropped in the Courſe 
df Bufineſs or Debate: Journalizing every idle Report 
brought to him, and in ſhort acting the Part of a Pimp 
( rather than a Governor. As theſe Letters, being now 
L made publick, will be a Monument of Diſgrace to him, it can- 
not be ſuppoſed, that any Honour can be derived from them, 

to thoſe great Men to whhm they were addreſſed, 


j tamly and wotorionfly true. He ſays alſo, That * the Soldiers 
were withdrawn on the Eveni the ſecond Day:“ So far is 
this from Truth, that the of Soldiers, to whoſe Cuſtody the 


. heriff committed the Cellar of the Houſe,' which he had got the 
Poſſeſhon of, kept their poſt a much longer Time; and Applica- 
tion was made to divers of his Majeſty's -Juſtices of the Peace for 
their Removal by the Foree of Law near three Weeks after. And 

in the Governor ſays, that “ this Building was kept filled 

with the Outcaſt of the Workhouſe, to prevent its being uſed for 
the Accommodation of the King's Troops ;” which is contradicted 
by the Oaths of all the Overſeers of the Poor, who muſt have 
known it if it hid been true, for the Care and Government of the 
Workhouſe is by Law veſted in them. The Truth is, the People 
gathered upon this extraordinary Occaſion, but were very peace- 
able ; ſome few it may be to carry Intelligence to the Governor, 
but by far the greater Part, from a juſt Abhorrence of this 

* of Government, to borrow the general Expreſſion, and 

an Anxiety for the Event of this fi and avowed Effort of 

, Military TYRaxnny! The Governor declares, that the Council, 

who were alarmed at the Violence of this Proceeding, muſt have 
known that the Entry “ could not have been made without 
Force,” and he ſufficiently explains what Sort of Force he meant 
. in the Reaſon he gives, why the Soldiers were withdrawn for that 
7 Time, which was, becauſe the Building was not immediately 
| wanted, the Iriſh Regiments, for whom it was defigned, as was 
d, not being yet arrived Perhaps the Governor gives 
this circumflantial * — to his Lordſhip to confirm what he had 
” before faid, that Two Regiments were not ſufficient to awe 
THz Town !—This Attack upon the Security of People's A 
— 2 — as has ever been known even under the 
. moſt defpotick Governments, though happily it proved unſucceſsful. 
This is one of the "bright Glories of BexnarkD's Adminiſtration » 
_ He who with ſo much Readineſs and exact Propriety afforded the Aid 
of his Advice, and PREJUDGED the Matter, claims however his 
Share in the Annals of Fame, NES 8. 3 
Van! 8 Notwithſtanding 
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Notwichſtanding the Town have been obliged in Juſtice 
to themſelves, to ſay thus much in their own Vindication, 
we ſhould yet be glad, that the ancient and happy Union 
between Great-Britain and this Country, which Governor 
Bernard has ſo induſtriouſly laboured to interrupt, might be 
reſtored. ' Some have indeed flattered themſelves with the 
Proſpect of it; as Intelligence is ſaid to have been received 
from Adminiſtration, that al the Revenue Acts would be 
repealed : But as it ſince appears by Lord Hillſborough's own 
Account, that nothing more is intended, than the taki g off 
the Duties on Paper, Glaſs, and Painter's Colours, upon 
commercial Principles only; if that is all, it will not give 
Satisfaction: It will not even relieve the Trade from the 
Burdens it labours under ; much leſs will it remove the 
Grounds of Diſcontent, which runs through the Continent, 
upon much higher Principles. Their Rights are invaded 
by theſe Acts; therefore until they are al/ repealed, 
the Cauſe of their juſt Complaints cannot be removed: In 
ſhort, the Grievances which lie heavily upon us, we ſhall 
never think redreſſed, till every Ad, aſſed by the Britiſh, 
Parliament for the expreſs Purpoſe of raiſing a Revenue 
upon us without our Conſent, is repealed ; till the Ameri- 
can Board of Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms is diſſolved; 
the Troops recalled, and Things are reſtored to the State 
they were in before the late extraordinary Meaſures of Ad- 
miniſtration took Place. 


Beſides theſe Letters of Governor Bernard, we find others: 


written by General Gage and Commodore Hood. And we 
cannot but obſerve, that although both theſe Gentlemen 
were perfect Strangers in the Town, they have yet taken 
ſuch extraordinary Freedoms, and the General in particular 
has wrote in ſuch a poſitive Strain, as muſt unavoidably 
give high Diſguſt to every Reader of Candor and Impar- 
tiality. If theſe Gentlemen received the Character of 
the Town, or of any of its Individuals, from Governor Ber- 
.nard, as we are ready to think they did, they muſt have been 
long before convinced, if they knew any Thing at all of 
the State of the Town, that the Governor was too deeply 
intereſted in mi/repre/enting, to be credited in a Point of 
that Im ce; and * common Juſtice would 
have dictated a Suſpenſion of their publick Teſtimony to 
the Prejudice of a Community, till they could have _ 
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the Opportunity of doing it upon impartial Enquiry, or 
9 en the af — to ry 
imbibed ſome Sort of Prejudice againſt a Town, that had 
been before prejudiced in i; Favour : For the Governor in 


one of his Letters to Lord Hillſborongh acquaints him, that 
the Generals had ſent Captain Montreſor from New-York 


to aflift the Forces as Engineer, and enable them to xzcover 


and maintain the Caftle, and ſuch other Poſts as they could 


ſecure,” upon Intelligence that che People in and about 


Boſton had revolted. Now even the Governor himſelf de- 
clares this to be à miſtake,” and ſays that Things were not 


quite ** fa bad as that came to.“ As there are conſtant 


And regular Poſts between this Town and New-York, each of 


which carries Intelligence from the one to the other in the 
Courſe of a Week ; and more eſpecially zs he might rea- 
Tonably expect authentick Accounts of a Matter of ſuck 
Importance, by Expreſs' in à ſhorter Time; it is firange, if 
the General's Mind was unbiaſſed, that he ſhould' ſo ſtrongly 
rely uf rivate Advice, as to form his Meaſures from 
them, lick the Governor aſſerts. It was a Meaſure of 
Importance, as it iſſued, 0 the Town : for Colonel Dalrym- 
Ple who had the Command of the Regiments, from the Au- 
rhorily of theſe new Orders, as the Governor declares, thought 
Proper to alter the Plan, which was to land only one, and land- 
ed both the Regiments in Boſton without Loſs of Time. 
Perhaps it was under the Impreſſion of theſe private Adwicer, 
and “ the Narrative of the Proceedings of the Town 
Meeting,“ which the Governor alſo mentions as influential 
on the Generel's Meaſures, and which poſſibly was a Nar- 
rative of the Governor's un eorjting, that ſe wrought 
upon the General's Imagination, as to induce him to give 
His Opinion to his Lordi that the Intentions of the 
Town were ſuſpicious, an 5 he was happy the Troops 
from Halifax atrived at the Time they did 1 Theſe and 


many Tuch like uspro woe Rxpreſfions are to be found in 


the Letters of both theſe Gentlemen, and eſpecially the 


General's; but as they -partake. of a full Portion of the 


Spirit of Governor Bernard's, and as the Senſe of this Pro- 
vince fully appears in the late ſpirited Reſolves of the Houſe 
of | Repreſentatives, we ſhall ayoid troubling the Publick 


„ with particular Remarks, upon them, and to borrow an 


.-Expreflion of 
tempt they dete 


- 


Authority, ** treat them with" the Con- 
THE 


eat 
reve.” 
* 
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The Town of BOSTON. 


At their Meeting beforementioned, came ints 
the following Reſolutions, viz. 


Reſolved, | | 
HAT the Letters and Memorjals of Governor 
Bernard and the Commiſſioners of the Cuſ- 
toms, in America, tranſmitted by them re- 
ſpectively to his Majeſty's Miniſters, and laid before 
the Parliament of Great Britain, authentic Copies of 
which are now before this Town, had a Tenden 
to deceive the Miniſtry, and led them unavoidably to 
miſinform his Majeſty, with Regard to the Affections 
and Loyalty of his American Subjects in general: 
And that the ſaid Governor Bernard, and the Com- 
miſſioners, have particularly, in their Letters and 
Memorials before-mentioned, diſcovered an implaca- 
ble Enmity to this Town, and the moſt virulent En- 
deayours to traduce it even to his Majeſty himſelf ; 
by Means whereof the Inhabitants very ſenſibly feel 
the Diſpleaſure of their Gracious Sovereign. 


Reſobved, 522 | 8 

That this Town have Reaſon to rejoice in the 
Meaſure taken by the Honourable Houſe of Repreſen- 
tatives, in the laſt Seſſion of the General Aſſembly ; by 
ſo ſeaſonably preferring their Dutiful and Loyal Peti- 
tion to his Majeſty, for the Removal of Governor 
Bernard for ever from the Government oof this Pro- 
vince: And the Town take this Opportunity to ex- 


3 ; preſs 


S 


TY 


preſs their moſt ardent Wiſh, that the Prayer of the 
ſaid — to his Majeſty, may be graciouſſy heard: 


— 
That General Gage and Commodore Hoad, in 


ſeveral Letters to his.Majefty's Miniſters and 1 
authentic Copies of which are now before this Town, 
ve diſcovered an unreaſonable Pi rejudice againſt the 
own. And the General in 8 in dec 
in his Letter to the Right Honourable the Earl 


| Hillſborough, one of Majeſty's Secretaries of State, : 


— © in Truth, there was very little Government in 
3 and in be of other Expreffions alihe 
4 gr hence juſtice to'the Town, and an 
= le Inj had it is, moreover, the Opinion 
Town, the Readineſs he has diſcovered to 


3 unfavourable Impreſſions of it, and the pub- 


lie Teſtimony he was prevailed upon to bear againſt it, 


before he could have Time to make an impartial En- 


betrayed a Want of Candor unbecoming his 
Fart and Charter ; 


Reſolved, 
| That many of the Letters and Memorials aforuaid, 
are falſe, ſcandalous, and infamous Libels upon the 
Inhabitants of this Town, Province and Continent, 
of the moſt virulent and malicious, as well as danger- 


ous and pernicious Tendeney: And that the Select- 


men be, and hereby are, directed to apply and com- 
plain to proper Authority, that the wicked Authors 
of thoſe incendiary Libels, may be proceeded: with 


20 BoA 63. 
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